
Analysis of Youth Justice (YJ) Referrals 
with Car Theft / OMVWOC Charges –

2012 - 2024
*These data/charts include a very small number of Change of Venue and Courtesy Supervision 
Referrals where the Referral came from outside of Dane County
*Data Sources: The first slide with offense data is Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) program from the 
Wisconsin Department of Justice. Data for subsequent slides come from the Dane County Department 
of Human Services Youth Justice Database

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OMVWOC = Operating a Motor Vehicle Without Owner Consent



22 UCR Motor Vehicle Theft Offenses
Motor Vehicle Theft Offenses decreased linearly from a peak of 1,009 in 2001 to a low of 340 in 2014 and 
have since tripled to 1,047 in 2021. The decrease to 479 in 2024 is the third consecutive decrease. Age of 
offender is not always known and not all offenses will result in an arrest.

8/8/2025Dane County Department of Human Services - Children, Youth & Families

964

854
814

900

1,009

873
899

838 841

734
787

723

530 550
508

368 377
340

369

538

686

783
846

942

1,047

966

746

479

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Uniform Crime Reporting (UCR) Motor Vehicle Theft Offenses

Includes Motor Vehicle Theft Auto, 
Other Vehicles, and Trucks and Buses

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Offense data provided by DOJ via the UCR program 3/7/2025. 




33 Youth Justice (YJ) Referrals
Notice suppressed 2020 YJ Referrals due to Covid-19 –a decrease of 32% followed by an 
additional 20% decrease in 2021. The 2024 low of 521 is 35% lower than the previous low of 
803 in 2016.
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44 YJ Referrals by Race/Ethnicity
From 2023 to 2024, there were decreases in YJ Referrals for Black and Hispanic Youth and an 
increase for White Youth.

.
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Unknown
Native American 3 9 1 3 4 8 4 1 2
Asian 8 7 10 7 4 14 14 13 9 5 15 8 8
Hispanic 35 46 58 52 58 50 56 92 54 51 75 60 56
White 386 322 264 299 279 266 277 291 172 132 182 150 163
Black 701 710 538 484 459 594 714 727 521 414 344 328 294
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55 Car Theft Referrals – Felony vs. Misdemeanor
The # of YJ Referrals with Car Theft charges decreased from 313 in 2019 to 49 in 2024, a 
decrease of 84%. In 2024, unlike from 2018 to 2023, ~ 82% were for a Felony Charge (typically 
the driver).
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66 Car Theft Referrals – % of Total
The % of Total YJ Referrals that had 1 or more Car Theft charges increased from 2% in 2012 to a 
high of 31% in 2020. In 2024, that statistic has decreased to 9%.
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77 Car Theft Referrals – % of Race/Ethnicity Total
From 2012 to 2015, there wasn’t a significant difference by Race/Ethnicity – no group had more than 10% of their 
respective YJ Referrals with a Car Theft charge. Starting in 2016, the differences were larger with 2020 having the largest 
gap where 38% of YJ Referrals for Black Youth had a Car Theft Charge while 4% of YJ Referrals for White Youth had the same.
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In 2024:
Hispanic - 6 / 56 (11%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
Black - 38 / 294 (13%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
White - 2 / 163 (1%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges



88 Car Theft Referrals – % by Race/Ethnicity
From 2012 to 2018, White youth accounted for a smaller and smaller percentage of YJ Referrals with Car 
Theft Charges. In 2024, Black youth accounted for 78% of the 49 YJ referrals with Car Theft charges, Hispanic 
youth 12%, White youth 6%
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99 Car Theft Referrals – % by Sex Total
From 2012 to 2015, there was not a significant difference in the Car Theft referral rate between 
Males and Females. From 2019 to 2022, the differences were larger meaning the gap between 
the % of YJ Referrals by Sex was higher for Males than Females.
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2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
Male 2% 3% 6% 7% 11% 15% 22% 30% 34% 31% 24% 20% 11%
Female 3% 3% 4% 8% 8% 10% 21% 22% 23% 14% 12% 13% 6%
Total 2% 3% 5% 7% 10% 13% 22% 28% 31% 28% 21% 18% 9%
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In 2024:
Male - 39 / 360 (11%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges
Female - 10 / 161 (6%) YJ Referrals had Car Theft Charges



1010 Car Theft Referrals – % by Sex
Since 2012, Males have accounted for ~ 80% percent of YJ Referrals with Car Theft Charges, 
which is also the percent in 2024 (80% Male/20% Female)
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1111 Car Theft Referrals – Unique Youth vs. Referrals
From 2012 to 2016, the # of Unique Youth with Car Theft Charges had roughly 1.2 Car Theft 
Referrals each per year. In 2024, 38 Unique Youth accounted for 49 Referrals with Car Theft 
Charges or ~ 1.3 Car Theft Referrals each per year.
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1212 Car Theft Referrals – By Month
The # of YJ Referrals with Car Theft Charges show lots of variability month to month with no 
obvious seasonal effects that are consistent over the years.
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2021 n=167 8 10 14 8 3 14 17 15 18 21 25 14
2022 n=130 14 12 13 13 6 24 12 13 7 6 7 3
2023 n=100 5 4 8 8 13 5 11 18 5 8 4 11
2024 n=49 7 2 2 6 3 1 1 0 5 10 8 4
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1313 Additional data items:
• About 5% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft charge in the last 5 years had a 

weapon involved

• Less than 1% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft charge in the last 5 years had a 
Battery or Robbery charge 

• Less than 5% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft charge had a Damage to 
Property Charge

• From 2012-2024, 20% of youth with the most YJ Referrals with a Car Theft 
charge accounted for 56% of all YJ Referrals with a Car Theft charge. In other 
words, 133 of 664 Unique Youth accounted for 897 of the 1,597 YJ Referrals 
with a Car Theft charge.
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